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Hope House, Griffydam 
A place for people with life limiting illnesses
Although it has not been long since our Autumn newsletter, there has been much happening behind the scenes as Hope 
House takes shape.

Work on the necessary adaptions has now started.  Internally, there is work being carried out to ensure Hope House 
meets disabled access regulations and requirements, provides a secure upstairs area for the owners belongings and 
a new ‘quiet room’ is being developed, to enable guests to either speak in confidence on a 1-1 basis or enjoy time to 
themselves.  The electrics have been upgraded and once the building work has finished (and the dust settled!) there will 
be an extensive cleaning and decorating programme put in place. Following this there will be a great deal of items to 
source from comfortable chairs to crockery, games and saucepans etc; details of how you could help will be posted online 
soon.    Early 2017, we anticipate being in a position to turn Hope House from a project into a place which will opens its 
arms with a warm, friendly and comfortable welcome to around 8 to 10 people with life limiting illnesses each day it is 
open.

Outside, Ashby Castle Rotary Club have made a sterling start on the garden, 
which needed some very ‘keen’ pruning at the back of the house to open up the 
garden so that guests will be able to enjoy the splendid views to the countryside 
beyond Hope House.  The Rotary team of willing volunteers have chopped, 
pruned and cleared a significant area in 
‘phase 1’ and will be back to continue 
once the work on the car park has 
been completed.  The existing car 
parking area at the front of the house 
has been significantly extended, not 

just to provide parking spaces for an increased number of vehicles, but also to 
provide a safe and spacious turning area, so to ensure that the shared driveway 
with our neighbours is not compromised in any way.  Continued on page 2..........

Go Ukulele Crazy!
Join us for a  fun packed night on 

Friday 16th December

7.30pm at  
Packington Village Hall

Tickets £10.00  
available from Eventbrite  
(links on our website and  

Facebook page)

Lights of Love 2016  
 
Every Christmas a giant Lights of Love Tree is erected at the 
Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold, covered in lights and tags in 
memory of loved ones. A short service will be held near to the 
tree with readings, carols, music and time for quiet reflection. 
We invite you to attend and dedicate a ‘Light of Love’ – 
whether in memory of someone dear to you or for someone 
who will be absent this Christmas but is still in your thoughts.
Lights of Love is free to attend and everyone is welcome. We 
hope you can join us on 4th December at 4pm.



News from Hospice Hope
Hope House  
 
Continued from front page......
As with all plans, once these become a reality 
and start to be implemented, there are inevitable 
re-adjustments that have been necessary to ensure 
the success of Hope House.  Firstly, the charity has 
decided to advertise for a paid fundraiser, and many of 
you may have spotted our advertisements online and 
in the local press.  This is most definitely a long-term 
strategic move, to secure the income for the charity as 
it expands within the area.  Fundraising is a specific 
skill and involves a great deal of time, relationship 
building and communication, and therefore the 
trustees felt that the only feasible option was to 
employ an experienced person specifically to do this.  

This review of our income stream has also meant 
that we have updated how Hope House should be 
managed and it will now operate on a pastoral basis, 
under the management of one of our Trustees, who 
will fulfil the significant administrative role.  Our 
Treasurer, Linda Mould, has generously offered to 
do this on a voluntary basis, and with her business 
and administrative background, we have accepted 
this offer wholeheartedly.  This review has also led to 
confirming that the nursing expertise and input into 
Hope House will be provided by one of our Support 
Café leaders, which means that the considerable 
expense of employing a nurse has been mitigated, 
allows us to focus our funds on providing much-
needed support services for our guests.

Everyone involved in Hospice Hope and Hope House 
is thrilled that soon we will be able to offer further 
support in North West Leicestershire to people with 
life limiting illnesses, and alongside our Support 
Cafés, which will continue to operate on a weekly, 
drop-in basis, we have taken another step towards 
our Charity’s mission i.e. to fill the void of support that 
currently exists and that the NHS shows no sign of 
rectifying.

Staff Vacancies 
 
Hospice Hope has a full-time vacancy for an 
experienced fundraiser. This is a brand new position, 
created to generate additional income for Hospice 
Hope, to meet the growing needs of the charity as its 
support services expand within the area. 

Jim’s Tractor Run 2017 
 
Following a recent visit by Jim and Gill Hoult to 
our Ashby Support Café, we were delighted to be 
informed that Hospice Hope will be their chosen 
charity at Jim’s Tractor Run and Family Fun day in 
2017.  
We were then amazed to learn that Jim and Gill 
(along with 3 other committee members of the annual 
Ashby & Willesley Vintage Festival, at Moira Furnace) 
had decided to make a £500 donation to our charity 
following this year’s event. Thank you both for your 
continued support!



Support Cafés
Support Cafés and 
Christmas Closures 
 
Ashby de la Zouch - Legion House,  
South Street
Every Friday from 1.30pm - 4pm

Closed for Christmas and Christmas Meal on:

•	 Friday 2nd December

•	 Friday 23rd and 30th December

Re-opens on Friday 6th January 2017

 
Coalville & Whitwick - Methodist Church,  
Hall Lane, Whitwick

Every Wednesday from 1.30pm - 4pm
Closed for Christmas and Christmas Meal on: 
•	 Wednesday 30th November
•	 Wednesday 28th December
Re-opens on Wednesday 4th January 2017
 
Ibstock - Methodist Church,  
Melbourne Road
Every Tuesday from 1.30pm - 4pm
Closed for Christmas and Christmas Meal on:
•	 Tuesday 20th December
•	 Tuesday 27th December
Re-opens on Tuesday 3rd January 2017
 
These details can also be found on our website.

Café Updates 
 
NEW Support Café Leaflets
 
New Support Café leaflets have now been 
printed and we are keen to have these distributed 
to any healthcare professionals, organisations or 
individuals to spread the word about the fantastic 
support our three Cafés provide on a weekly 
basis.
The new leaflets have been expertly designed by 
Quietstorm, Whitwick, who generously donated 
their time to Hospice Hope.  Each leaflet has a 
unique image, which is specific to each location: 
Ashby its Castle, Ibstock - the National Forest 
and Coaville has the image of the Clock Tower.  
There’s also a lovely photo of each Café leader 
inside each leaflet! If you know of anyone 
who may be interested in having copies of our 
leaflets, please get in touch.

As this is the last newsletter of 2016, on 
behalf of the Hospice Hope Trustees, I 
would like to wish all our many guests, 
volunteers and supporters throughout 

the area, a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas.

Stewart Shepherd, Chair

Therapist for Ibstock  
 
If you are a qualified complementary therapist in 
the Ibstock or surrounding area, and would enjoy 
utilising your skills at our Ibstock Support Café 
(for a reasonable fee) please do get in touch with 
us for further details.
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Fundraising
 

Friday 2nd December 
Carol by Candlelight 
7pm - Staunton Harold Church

Carols, readings and seasonal 
refreshments. 

Sunday 4th December 
Ashby Santa Fun Run & Walk 
11am - Ashby Bath Grounds

A fun run or walk around a 3km 
course dressed as Santa!  
To register online please go to: 
www.ashbysantarun.com

 
Sunday 4th December 
Lights of Love 2016 
4pm Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold

Our annual gathering around the 
Christmas Tree to remember loved 
ones.  
 
A copy of our Lights of Love 2016 
leaflet has been enclosed with every 
newsletter.  Further copies of the 
leaflet can be easily sent out to you - 
just email jane@hospicehope.org.uk 
with your details.

Monday 12th December 
Spare Change Collection 
Tesco, Ashby de la Zouch

Volunteers needed, please contact us 
if you can help throughout the day.

 
Friday 16th December 
Go Ukulele Crazy Evening 
7.30pm - Packington Village Hall 
 
A fun filled night with local Ukulele 
Band ‘Go Ukulele Crazy’! Tickets 
are £10 each and are available to 
purchase online via our website or 
Facebook page.

Thank you!
Coffee Morning
“Packed, buzzing, wonderful” - 
three words to describe Ann’s 
Coffee Morning at New Lount 
Bowling Club, Gelsmoor on 
26th October, which raised a 
staggering £2,000!  Thank you 
Ann and your amazing team.

 
Celebration Service
The focus on this year’s service 
was ‘hope’ and over 80 people 
joined us at Holy Trinity Church 
on 30th October.  Concordia 
sang two uplifting pieces that 
fitted the feeling perfectly and 
we are grateful to Reverend 
Tim Philips for leading the 
service and delivering a warm 
message that was full of hope. 

Ivanhoe and Ferrers Lodge 
 
Trustees David Marriott and 
Daniella Murphy were delighted 
to be presented with a cheque 
for £250 by David Coxon of 
the Ferrers & Ivanhoe Masonic 
Lodge on 13th September at 
the Lyric Rooms, Ashby.

Registered Charity Number 1112869 
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

Spare 
Change?
Hospice Hope is holding a 
‘spare change’ can collection 
on Monday 12th December at 
Tesco, Ashby de la Zouch 
 
Volunteers are needed to help 
throughout the day, so if you are 
able to spare a couple of hours, 
please do get in touch.  

Churches 
We are lucky to have such 
wonderful support from local 
churches. Thank you to Ibstock 
Methodist Church for their 
recent donation of £91.00 raised 
at their Harvest Festival service 
and to everyone at Holy Rood 
Church Packington for raising 
over £500.00 at their Coffee 
Morning on 29th October.

At the Church of the Risen 
Lord Catholic Church, Castle 
Donington, on each Advent 
Sunday there is a special 
collection, which in the New Year 
is donated to a local charity.  
Advent usually lasts for four 
Sundays and begins this year 
on 27 November.  Hospice Hope 
have been awarded the Advent 
collections and the money 
donated will be put towards the 
purchase of comfortable chairs 
for guests at Hope House.


