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“Palliative Care is not about dying, but about the 
quality of living”
This is the title of an article that I have been reading and it so sums up what Hospice Hope is trying to do.  Our three 
Support Cafés are places of life, love and happiness for those who have life limiting illnesses.  Our leaders, volunteers 
and therapists work with our guests each week to enable and enhance each of these facets for them. From the point of 
diagnosis we offer support in the form of a listening ear, the opportunity to talk to others who are going through similar 
experiences, complementary therapies, activities, refreshments or the chance to just sit quietly.  The same support is 
offered to carers.

Now that our three Support Cafés are running very successfully, we are focusing on opening our Day Hospice.  After much 
searching and the inevitable setbacks, we have been offered a property that “ticks all of the boxes”.  It is central to North 
West Leicestershire, rural, large, well-appointed and has the blessing of all the neighbouring property owners.  At the time 
of publishing, we have submitted a formal plan to North West Leicestershire District Council and Leicestershire County 
Highways in order to achieve the necessary change of purpose from domestic to social use.  We are absolutely convinced 
that this is the property for us and have submitted a comprehensive case to the authorities. We are confident from the 
feedback that we have received already from them that we will receive permission to proceed soon.

Our plan is that initially the Day Hospice will be open for two days each week. Once planning permission has been 
granted, we will be starting a recruitment search for a manager soon afterwards.  It is anticipated that the opening hours 
will be from 10.30 am until 3.30 pm, and a lunch provided to complement the same facilities that we offer at our Support 
Cafés.  Those wishing to attend either as guests or carers will be able to use the services of volunteer drivers, so that 
nobody is prevented from attending due to lack of transport.  The property will be called “Hope House”, which we feel 
embodies everything that we are aiming to achieve.

If you feel that you would like to help us in any way in the setting up or running of Hope House then please contact us on 
07935 800 658 or email me at: stewart@hospicehope.org.uk - further updates regarding Hope House will be posted on our 
website and Facebook page.
Stewart Shepherd 
Chair of Hospice Hope 

2016 Ashby Show and Holiday Raffle Draw
The 2016 Ashby Show will soon be upon us (Sunday 10th July) and that marks the last opportunity to buy tickets for our 
amazing holiday raffle, as the draw is taking place at 4.30pm in the Hospice Hope marquee on the day of the show!!  Our 
volunteers will be out and about selling tickets right up to half an hour before the draw. 
Once the raffle drum is filled with all the sold tickets, the winners will be drawn by Ashby 
Show President and Hospice Hope Trustee, David Marriott and his wife, Margaret.  
Tickets to win the £3,500 luxury holiday and £1,500 European City Break have been 
selling steadily throughout the year and once details have been verified, the two lucky 
winners will be invited down to independent travel specialists,Villair, to be presented 
with their holiday vouchers and can then start making exciting holiday plans with Villair’s 
team of expert travel advisors.  Continued on page 3...... 



News from Hospice Hope

Ashby Arts Club 
 
Over the Easter weekend of 2016, Ashby Arts Club 
held their annual art exhibition at Ticknall Village Hall, 
in support of Hospice Hope.  More than 400 people 
attended, and many pictures were sold.
On Monday 25th April, Hospice Hope attended a Club 
meeting to accept a cheque for £200 from their Chair 
Barbara Royds (pictured right), which was raised 
through the sale of raffle tickets
Dr Lesley Notghi, a Trustee of Hospice Hope, Ann 
Bottomley, the leader of the Coalville & Whitwick 
Support Café and Stewart Shepherd attended the 
presentation and were able to thank the members 
of Ashby Arts Club for their support and generous 
donation.

Packington Big 
Breakfast 2016 
 
There was a fantastic buzz in Packington Village Hall 
on Saturday 5th March as supporters came out in 
force to support the 2016 Packington Big Breakfast 
and tucked into 287 fry-ups!  This resulted in a record 
breaking £1,374.16 being raised on the day, for which 
we at Hospice Hope are extremely thankful.

There were 
67 volunteers 
involved in 
making the 
day a great 
success and 
thanks go to 
them all. Chief 
organiser, 

Mike Coke, also paid thanks to Taylors Butchers, 
Ashby, who supplied bacon and sausages and to Pete 
Swift of Daybreak Services who supplied all other 
provisions, plus Packington and Normanton Ladies 
group, who acquired over forty prizes for the raffle, 
which this year raised a record £343 included in the 
overall total.
Hospice Hope would like to say a huge thank you to 
the organising committee for staging the Big Breakfast 
and to the people of Packington and surrounding area 
for supporting such a special community event, which 
is now in its fifth year. 

A Busy Summer Ahead! 
 
We are delighted to announce that the organisers of 
Jim’s Tractor Run and the Ashby Open Gardens have 
decided to support Hospice Hope again for 2016. 
 
Jim’s Tractor Run takes place on Sunday 31st July. 
The grand tractor display will meander its way around 
Ashby finishing on the Bath Grounds, where there’ll 
be lots of interesting vehicles, craft and charity stalls, 
food and drink and much much more, plus music from 
Hermitage FM. This family day runs from 11am - 4pm 
and is free to enter with donations to Hospice Hope. 

Following a record breaking year for both attendence 
and donations in 2015, Ashby Open Gardens will be 
taking place this year on Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th 
August. A £3 donation allows entry to ALL gardens for 
both days (free to under 16s). Passports and maps 
are available from any of the listed gardens on their 
website or in advance from North’s Deli or the Ashby 
Tourist Information Office.  
 
www.ashbyopengardens.co.uk

We are also delighted to announce that members 
of the Ashby Bowls Club have chosen to support 
Hospice Hope in 2016.   Ashby Bowls Club has 
a large membership and is situated in one of the 
loveliest spots in Ashby.   Hospice Hope are looking 
forward to working with Ashby Bowls Club throughout 
the rest of the year.



Support Cafés
Support Cafés 
 
Ashby de la Zouch - Legion House,  
South Street
Every Friday from 1.30pm - 4pm
 
Coalville & Whitwick - Methodist Church,  
Hall Lane, Whitwick

Every Wednesday from 1.30pm - 4pm
 
Ibstock - Methodist Church,  
Melbourne Road
Every Tuesday from 1.30pm - 4pm

2016 Annual General 
Meeting 
 
Hospice Hope’s 2016 Annual General Meeting 
will take place on Wednesday 13th July at the 
Hermitage Hotel, Coalville, 7pm for a 7.30pm 
start.  Copies of the 2016 agenda and minutes 
of the 2015 meeting can be found online on our 
website (see the event in the calendar section).  
The AGM is your chance to hear a review of the 
last 12 months, plus plans and progress towards 
our Day Hospice. Everyone is welcome, and 
discussion is encouraged! Please do come along.

Café Updates 
 
Ibstock Support Café 
 
“As a volunteer at the Ibstock Café since its 
opening late last year, it is great to see it growing 
so well and that so many people get so much 
from what it has to offer.  We have therapists, 
jigsaws, colouring, dominoes and plenty of 
chatting and tea, yes lots 
of tea!!!
It is a pleasure to be part 
of something that offers 
a warm welcome and 
where support and new 
friends are made.”  

Jenny Minkley, Hospice Hope Volunteer
 
Coalville & Whitwick Support Café
 
“What a warm welcome awaits you when you 
arrive, after being picked up and taken to the 
Church Hall.  Tea, coffee and cake are all waiting 
for you, also the most kind and helpful cheerful 
group of helpers there to help you and chat 
with you.  It is magic.  When you come away, 
you feel so much better.  Once a month, a very 
wonderful therapist, Sharron Miller, comes to take 
a relaxation session and you feel so very relaxed 
after it is over.  We are so lucky to have such a 
dedicated and wonderful service.”

Lilian Stanaway & Shirley Gidlow 
Guests at the Coalville & Whitwick Support Café

For anyone who may be interested in our 
meditation sessions, sessions take place monthly 
at our Coalville & Whitwick Support Café on the 
following dates: 20th July, 17th August, 21st 
September, 19th October and 16th November 
(December TBC).  Further details can be found in 
the Support Café section of our website. 

Support Cafés and 
Hope House 
 
Naturally, the Charity is very excited by the latest 
developments and the anticipated use of Hope 
House as our much longed-for and needed Day 
Hospice in North West Leicestershire (subject to 
approval by the local Planning Department). 
 
The Trustees would like to stress that the new 
Day Hospice will 
have no impact on 
our three popular 
Support Cafés, 
and that they will 
continue to run as 
normal on their 
weekly ‘drop-in’ 
basis in Ashby de  
la Zouch, Ibstock and Coalville & Whitwick.

2016 Ashby Show continued..... 
At the Show, the Hospice Hope marquee will be 
situated on Avenue R in the showground itself, where 
there will also be a quality ‘white elephant’ stall for you 
to peruse and grab a bargain. Details about the show 
in general can be found at: www.ashbyshow.com - it’s 
a great day out for all the family.We look forward to 
seeing you there!
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Fundraising
 

Sunday 10th July 
102nd Ashby Show 
Cattows Farm, Heather 
See front page for more details. 
 
Wednesday 13th July 
Annual General Meeting 
7pm Hermitage Hotel, Coalville 
See page 3 for more details.

 
Sunday 31st July 
Jim’s Tractor Run & Family Day 
Bath Grounds 11am - 4pm  
See page 2 for more details.

 
6th & 7th August 
Ashby Open Gardens 
Various locations in Ashby 
See page 2 for more details. 
 
Saturday 3rd September 
1940s Themed Day 
1pm Silver Oaks Home, Whitwick 
 
Please come along and visit the 
Hospice Hope stand. 

Wednesday 26th October 
Coffee Morning 10am - 1pm 
New Lount Bowling Club

Entrance is £3 to include drinks 
and cake. Lots of great stalls. 

Sunday 30th October 
Service at Holy Trinity Church 
3pm Ashby de la Zouch 

Our popular Autumn service at 
Holy Trinity Church.  Full details of 
the service will be available soon. 

Thank you!
Holy Trinity Church, Ashby
Thank you Holy Trinity Church, 
Ashby, who have generously 
donated £500 towards the 
running costs of the Ashby 
Support Café, with instructions 
to treat our Ashby guests to 
afternoon tea at a local café 
during the summer months - a 
lovely gesture! 

 

Collection Tins
Many thanks to the customers 
at Day Break Services, 
Packington and Beesley’s 
Garden Centre, Ravenstone for 
filling our collection tins on a 
regular basis! 

Woodcote Primary School 
 
Thank you to everyone at 
the school for your wonderful 
donation of £164.10. 

Malborough Square 
Methodist Church, Coalville
Many thanks to the 
congregation for their recent 
donation of £164.90.

Methodist Women in Britain
Our thanks go to the ladies of 
the South Derbyshire circuit for 
their kind donation of £100.00.

Registered Charity Number 1112869 
Registered Charity Address: 23 Ashby Road, Ravenstone, Leicestershire LE67 2AA

Spare 
Change?
Hospice Hope is holding ‘spare 
change’ can collections on the 
following two dates:

Saturday 2nd July  
Co-Op Store, Ibstock 
 
Monday 12th December  
Tesco, Ashby de la Zouch 
 
Volunteers are needed to help on 
both days, so if you are able to 
spare a couple of hours, please 
do get in touch.  

Events Diary 
continued: 
 
Sunday 4th December at 4pm 
Lights of Love 2016 
Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold
Our annual gathering around the 
Christmas Tree to remember loved 
ones. Further details will appear 
soon on our website and in the 
Autumn newsletter.

 
Friday 16th December 
Ukulele Evening 
7.30pm Packington Village Hall 
 
A fun filled night with local Ukulele 
Band ‘Go Ukulele Crazy’! Tickets 
are £10 each and will be available 
online from early Autumn.


